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Trlp Small-Town Charm in Resilient Mount Airy
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RideI the tinyfrails at thg 'II'rain Depot, which offers ﬁ( - L e |
a selection of train models in various gauges. —
et - Thursday
St kit withthe KAi® EXLEEE G e Trursdoy
gu'll.'ll evening- Paﬁu%?fe" Efso(\i\f:\e\gestaurant down the street.
The Candy Bar is a wonderland g A special at the
of nostalgic treats (Chuckles, ::f."' X
Sugar Daddy, Sky Bar). ' .
Driver's
e route I
P4 J WHERE: Mount Airy, Md.
A : f WHY: Knitting in a circle, breakfast with firefighters and
Retro-Metro can turn a ho-hum home into i sugar love.
a hipster pad with such household goods as (27)
the Moo Mixer, a chocolate-milk maker. I ) ..
HOW FAR: About two miles from start to finish, and
about 60 miles from Washington.
2553‘!,‘;5;;355 ?rmtfsofr% zarieclélrre!)s/ses f | ount Airy, Md., is rising from the ashes yet
o j I/ again. The 114-year-old town has had its
| and hats to hoodies and surf wear. J ,.-_;‘ff’ share of fires through the years, including
! | y/4 those that nearly destroyed the town in 1903,
o i TSN _ oRst ff - 1914 and 1925. The most recent inferno occurred last
S At the Historical Society of Mount Airy Museum, i y— year over Labor Day weekend, burning several historic
. .—fat |attes are just one reason to n‘;{(‘: g?ztr]‘:gﬁ:%h%crllg‘t"’sﬁfc%e{;' gfr?ekrstﬁgdt gcvr?’lsdrfiﬁﬁ:e Farmers buildings on Main Street and knocking out about a third
DR aor{lintage offee House. Livem j p g Y. of the downtown commercial district.
down; ttn?ghts and free WiFi are two more. “It nearly decimated the town,” says Dalia Schulman,
Saturday past president of the Mount Airy Main Street Associa-
The Olde Town Restaurant, newly renovated after last tion.
_year's fire, [?UtS a twist on a classic snack: A soft pretzel Thanks to local fundraising efforts and Speedy con-
is topped with crab meat and melted cheddar cheese. struction, the Carroll County town is on a rebuilding
/' \ Il streak. The damaged shops, for example, were temporar-
/AN I ily relocated but will move into their new homes by Octo-
Have holes in your jeans or a quilt project in your future? Sort ber. At the same time, au courant stores are popping up
through thousands of fabric bolts at Patches Quilting and Sewing. along Main Street, a nod in part to the growing number
/] \ |' Il of high-end homes. in the surrounding counties.
// A\ | Neither the fire nor the trendy makeover has
At the Mount Airy Carnival Grounds, try the volunteer firefighters’ squelched the community’s old-fashioned spirit. The vol-
monthly Big Country Breakfasts, where $7 buys all-you-can-eat unteer firefighters continue to serve monthly breakfasts,
pancakes, biscuits, sausage, hot apples, potatoes and drinks. the sweets shop still makes everyone feel like a kid again,
/] S and store owners treat visitors like family.
/] “It’s a step back to a quieter time,” Mayor Frank John-
ff’ son says. “At times, it’s been compared to Mayberry.”
// Twin Arch — Melanie D.G. Kaplan
5}1{’ \ FREDERICK CA@’S?LL Shopping Center
g;{* & @ Road Trip maps are available at www.
ﬁ’, & y/4 washingtonpost.com/roadtrip, as are addresses
J,f!-’ @f’ and hours of operation. (Be sure to check before you
// N S/ go.) Have anidea for a trip? E-mail roadtrip@
J.a";' sl 5;:;" washpost.com.
// ToOld - //
| Mount Airy’s ¢ S S ineld %cEkxli{to?g S WEDNESDAY IN STYLE | Escapes goes to Harrisburg
after 3 fire o 5. SOWNtOWN commercial dictrins i . o . // 7 XN T ‘D , : '
ter afire in the ) ercial district js rebuilding // //// Egii-gg Mount Airy Carnival Grounds Pa., where there’s new life after dark.
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