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ACROSS 
 1 Treble symbol
 6 “Do the __!”
 10 Toppers with 

visors
 14 Siri’s Amazon 

counterpart
 15 Felipe of  

baseball
 16 “The Thin Man” 

canine role
 17 Monument on 

one end of the 
National Mall

 20 Cathedral 
recess

 21 Expected-in hr.
 22 At first, say
 23 Falsehood 

source
 25 Rice-like pasta
 26 Eleven-yr.-old 

insurance law
 29 Singer of the 

2019 #1 hit 
“Señorita”

 34 Mall cop’s ride
 36 “Brava!”
 37 Schoolbook
 38 O. __
 39 __ rub: BBQ 

spices
 40 One with a 

need for speed
 41 Bread spread
 42 Bro’s sib
 43 Mexican  

state south of 
Veracruz

 44 Local political 
gathering

 47 “Acid”
 48 Capricorn  

critter
 49 Poker variety
 51 Chosen groups
 54 Watched
 55 File format for 

digital books
 59 Upscale  

restaurant’s 
offering

 62 Christian  
on a label

 63 “Marriage 
Story” actor 
Alan

 64 “We didn’t  
do it”

 65 Tall tale
 66 Itchy red area
 67 Foe found  

phonetically 
in four puzzle 
answers

DOWN
 1 Lavish party
 2 Film segment
 3 Many a Zeiss 

product
 4 Shine
 5 Toy retailer __ 

Schwarz
 6 Meditation 

word
 7 __ mater
 8 Piggy in a crib
 9 “It’s weird, but 

just do it”
 10 Ecological levy
 11 Himalayas 

locale
 12 Education orgs.
 13 Bargain hunter’s 

delight
 18 Patrick __,  

Vermont sena-
tor since 1975

 19 Cinq plus six
 24 Words to an  

old chap
 25 Sole
 26 Had __: was still 

in the running
 27 Songwriter 

Green
 28 Nixon’s first 

veep

 30 Razzie Award 
adjective

 31 Hot rod  
attachment

 32 Management 
bigwigs

 33 Highly coveted 
violin

 35 Right that isn’t 
right, e.g.

 39 Paleo __
 40 Tortellini topper

 42 Five-armed 
ocean creature

 43 When a  
football may  
be snapped

 45 Springfield bar
 46 Old Testament 

prophet
 50 Exorcist’s target
 51 Jacuzzi effect
 52 Kylo Ren’s 

mother

 53 Composer 
Stravinsky

 54 Criteria: Abbr.
 56 Best of  

the Beatles, 
once

 57 Word on  
U.S. coins

 58 At it
 60 __ carte
 61 Omaha-to-St. 

Paul dir.
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couple of weeks, adopted by a woman in 
nearby Kensington who has several more 
of the pint-size fur balls.

Since then, Katheryn has posted a 
Craigslist ad looking for unwanted small 
animals to rescue. In March, she and her 
mom traveled to Virginia for a pickup that 
was larger than expected: one hamster 
and five mice, including three identical 
albino females. Several have been adopt-
ed.

Katheryn writes detailed descriptions 
of the animals’ personalities and wants to 
find a good match with human adopters. 
On her website, she describes Cow, a 
short-haired Syrian hamster, as curious 
and needing a large enclosure.

The teen would like to expand to rescu-
ing rats, guinea pigs and ferrets, but these 
animals need larger spaces. For now, she’ll 
stick to the little guys. After all, she said, 
she has a small bedroom.

kidspost@washpost.com

BY MELANIE D.G. KAPLAN

K
atheryn Collins understands 
better than most people that 
just because a pet may be tiny 
enough to weigh on a kitchen 
scale, that doesn’t mean it 

needs only tiny amounts of attention and 
love.

Katheryn, a sophomore at Wheaton 
High School in Silver Spring, recently 
started an organization that cares for 
unwanted gerbils, hamsters and mice. She 
finds adopters and helps educate people 
about how to care for the critters. Her 
organization is called Petites Pattes Res-
cue. Petites Pattes means “little paws” in 
French.

“I think people don’t think about the 
care of small animals,” Katheryn said. 
“They just think, ‘I’ll just get a small 
cage.’ ” But often these pets don’t have the 
right containers, toys or food. “It’s not as 

obvious when they need rescuing as it is 
with dogs and cats,” she said.

Katheryn, who will be 16  in May, has 
grown up with animals. Her mom has 
rescued large dogs, cats and rats. But 
nothing as little as her sister’s friend’s 
gerbils, whom Katheryn met last year. It 
was love at first snuggle.

“They have fuzzy tails,” she said, “and I 
love their curious personalities and how 
social they are.”

In September, after several weeks of 
research, Katheryn bought two gerbils 
and named them Connor and Oliver. She 
got them from a pet store — which she 
regretted once she learned that many 
small mammals live in unsuitable homes 
and need rescuing from them. She also 
learned that pet stores don’t always give 
the best advice. For example, some stores 
sell small hamster tubes that can be dan-
gerous if the animals get stuck in them. 
They also may sell wheels that are too 

small.
“If hamsters run in a wheel that’s not 

big enough, it will cause back problems,” 
Katheryn said, “like if you’re always 
crouched over your computer.”

Katheryn gobbled up information on-
line about gerbils, hamsters and mice. She 
learned about how much space they need, 
what they eat and which ones like to live 
alone. She says there are many miscon-
ceptions about small-animal care.

“I love caring for pets, and I also like 
getting up on my soapbox,” she said, 
laughing, “and telling people how to do 
something better.”

So in January, Katheryn set up Petites 
Pattes, designed a website and asked for 
donations on her neighborhood message 
group. Family and neighbors donated 
money and supplies. She rescued her first 
animal in January from a family that was 
moving — a hamster she named Pluto. 
Pluto found his “forever home” within a 

Teen has   big heart for tiny critters 
Katheryn Collins started an organization that cares for unwanted gerbils, hamsters and mice

Chip says

On this day in 1912, the Titanic ocean liner, on 
its way to New York from Southampton, 
England, hit an iceberg and sank less than 
three hours later. 

kidspost
kidspost.com

If you like animals, 
look on our website for 
our stories about 
endangered species.

Today

Showers are likely by the afternoon, 
highs range from the upper 50s to 
low 60s, and winds are light.
Illustration by Luciana Saenz, 8, Manassas

Family photos

 Katheryn Collins, who started Petites Pattes Rescue,  holds a hamster.  Also shown are  mice, left, and another hamster, right.  
Katheryn seeks adopters for  unwanted tiny animals and   educates people about their special shelter and nutritional needs.

Small-pet facts
l Hamsters can run five to six miles a 
night on their wheels.

l  Gerbils create intricate burrow systems 
with tunnels and chambers.

l Mice are very smart. They can learn 
tricks and how to come when they’re 
called.

l  The smallest hamster, the Roborovski, is 
about two inches long, while the largest, 
the Syrian, grows to about seven inches.

l  Mice love to climb.

l Gerbils need to live with another same-
sex gerbil or they will be sad.

l  While hamsters don’t have good 
eyesight, they can smell something up to 
30  yards away.

l  Hamsters have 16 teeth.

l The Syrian, also called a golden 
hamster, is on the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature’s Red List of 
Threatened Species. In the wild, it is 
considered “vulnerable.”

l  In nature, female mice form colonies 
and live together. Males are territorial, so 
it’s better if they live alone, or they can 
live with females if they are neutered.

Today’s News

A Minnesota police officer who 
fatally shot a Black man during a 
traffic stop in a Minneapolis suburb 
and the city’s chief of police resigned 
Tuesday. The mayor said he hoped the 
resignations would help heal the city 
after two nights of protests.

Officer Kim Potter and Police Chief 
Tim Gannon resigned two days after 
the death of 20-year-old Daunte 
Wright in Brooklyn Center.

Mayor Mike Elliott called the 
shooting “deeply tragic” and 
promised full accountability.

“We have to make sure that justice 
is served, justice is done,” Elliott said.

Gannon said he believed Potter, a 
26-year veteran, mistakenly grabbed 
her gun when she was going for her 
Taser as Wright resisted arrest. 

Wright’s father, Aubrey Wright, 
said early Tuesday that he rejected the 
explanation. “This officer has been on 
the force for 26 years. I can’t accept 
that,” he told ABC.

The incident began Sunday with a 
traffic stop for an expired 
registration, police said. The incident 
turned into a struggle when officers 
attempted to arrest Wright because 
he failed to appear in court last year.

— Associated Press

Aaron Lavinsky/STAR TRIBUNE/Associated press

People mourn the death of Daunte 
Wright, 20.  A police official said he 
was mistakenly shot by an officer.

Officer, chief resign 
after police killing 
of young Black man

Rosenstiel, executive director of 
the American Press Institute. 
“These are our core values, and 
we think that everybody shares 
them.”

But, according to some major 
new research released today, 
these values can be a turnoff for 
the general public. And it 
suggests that journalists who 
want to reach the broadest 
audience and have the greatest 
impact should consider 
changing how they think about 
and present their work.

The study, “A New Way of 
Looking at Trust in Media,” is 
from the Media Insight Project, a 
collaboration between API and 
the Associated Press-NORC 
Center for Public Affairs 
Research. It builds on research 
led by social psychologist 
Jonathan Haidt into the 
importance of moral values — 
such as fairness, loyalty, 
authority, sanctity — in people’s 
lives.

Researchers asked 
participants how much they 
support the values I mentioned 
above — transparency, factuality, 
etc. — but kept it in the abstract, 
without specifying a focus on 
journalism.

The results indicated that only 
one of five core values touted by 
journalists also shares the 
support of a majority of 
Americans — the idea that more 
facts get us closer to the truth. 
About 7 people in 10 support 
this.

The value drawing the least 
support is the idea that a good 
way to make society better is to 
spotlight its problems. Only 
about 3 in 10 agree.

And only about 1 in 10 
Americans fully support all five 
of the journalism values that 
were tested.

Support for these values does 
not break cleanly along party, 
demographic or ideological lines 
but rather seems to be driven by 
“moral instincts.”

People who most prize loyalty 

sullivan from C1 and authority are much less 
likely than others to see the need 
for a “watchdog” over the 
powerful; while people who put 
a high value on fairness are more 
likely to think society should 
amplify the voices of those 
lacking power.

I must confess that my first 
impulse was to resist these 
findings. After all, I’ve spent 
decades with the ideas described 
above as my lodestar, convinced 
that journalism serves the public 
good. And after all, investigative 
journalism is built on the idea of 
being society’s watchdog.

However, given that trust in 

the news media has fallen from 
about 70 percent in the early 
1970s to about 40 percent now, 
according to Gallup — it seems 
worth viewing this report with 
an open mind.

“This at least opens a new 
window,” Rosenstiel told me. “It 
gets us out of the endless loop.”

Too often, the discussion 
about media trust is a Mobius 
strip with “the feel of people 
talking past each other,” as the 
report aptly sums it up. 
Journalists hotly deny that they 
slant the news to help one 
political party vs. another, while 
critics on the right scoff at them, 
and some on the left question 
the entire point of objectivity: 
Why not just have journalists 
declare their biases up front and 
proceed from there?

Over and over again, we try to 
explain to a distrustful public 
that, “we’re not biased, we’re just 

doing our jobs,” Rosenstiel said.
The report divides 

respondents into four groups, 
according to their various moral 
principles: Upholders, Loyalists, 
Moralists, and Journalism 
Supporters. Alas, that last group 
is the smallest of the four. But we 
have a chance of making inroads 
with some of the others. 

Upholders, for example, put a 
high value on respect for leaders 
and groups. “They worry that 
some of the things journalists 
believe in can be intrusive and 
get in the way of officials doing 
their jobs,” the report notes. 
They would like to see more 
stories about what works, not 
just what is going wrong. In 
general, there is an appetite for 
more solutions-oriented 
journalism.

The report’s authors, in a 
follow-up study, tested different 
ways of presenting the same 
story. For example, one about 
pollution whose “standard” 
headline would have been: “At-
risk neighborhood now facing 
health threat from toxic drinking 
water.”

A revised version was found to 
have broader appeal for many 
readers because it emphasizes 
the role of a trusted authority, in 
this case, the military: “Local 
community at risk after state 
officials ignore military study.” 

Rosenstiel observed that 
journalists, ever eager to get the 
most clicks on stories, have 
become skilled at using “A/B 
testing” to compare headlines to 
see which one is more appealing. 
This study’s findings, he argues, 
offer new ways for journalists to 
experiment with story 
presentation, as the Associated 
Press plans to do. 

This research, troubling as it 
is, offers journalists the chance 
to think differently. Given the 
depth of our trust problem, we 
would do well to take that 
opportunity. 
margaret.sullivan@washpost.com

For more by Margaret Sullivan, visit 
wapo.st/sullivan.

Margaret Sullivan

Does the public share media’s values? 
A study has some disturbing answers. 

The results indicated 
that only one of five 

core values touted by 
journalists also shares 

the support of a 
majority of Americans.
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