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Ratchet & 
Clank Future: Tools 
of Destruction 
PlayStation 3 

Rated Everyone

Sony 

$59.99
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TITLE BASIC STORY SAMPLE GRAB GRADEWHAT YOU’LL LOVE

RATATOUILLE — WALT DISNEY

“It got so bad that the people of the Old Fourth 

Ward went to bed at night and heard the clack, 

clack, clack of those big, fat hammers in 

their sleep.”

— Tensions rise along with new 
construction in the old neighborhood

By taking the reader behind closed 

doors, McCall explores sentiments 

often sugarcoated into more 

politically correct tropes.

After igniting the stages of 

various awards shows, the 

18-year-old dance machine 

seems primed for a major 

breakout. Too bad this isn’t it.

Take away the electricity, and the 

band’s bloated rock epics begin to 

hint at an endearing warmth.

The acoustic “Staralfur” has an 

even more cinematic feel than 

the version that appeared in Wes 

Anderson’s “The Life Aquatic 

With Steve Zissou.” 

Fans of laid-back reggae, 

steer clear. These fi dgety 

romps are rowdy enough 

to harsh any mellow.
— C.R.

The Conchords take a while to get off the 

ground; impatient audiences may wonder 

what the fuss is about. And where are the 

extra features?
— Greg Zinman

To enjoy this excellent 

music simulator, grown

men will have to overcome 

the shame of being seen 

with a Hannah Montana 

game.
— Christopher Healy

Though the diffi culty is 

moderate, it’s easy to feel 

overwhelmed by all that 

the game throws at you.
— Evan Narcisse

Quirky, bustling environments, 

cutting-edge animation and clever, 

well-delivered dialogue make Tools 

of Destruction one of the best 

games available for the PS3.

You can really rock: Bend 

strings, use distortion, pound 

out power chords. There’s even 

a whammy bar!

Brad Bird, director of “The Incredibles,” 

once again proves that he is a master 

of crafting unexpected tales with 

a mix of humor and emotion that is 

never silly or sappy.

In this musical sitcom, 

New Zealand’s self-proclaimed 

“fourth most popular” folk 

comedy duo (Jemaine Clement 

and Bret McKenzie) tries to 

make it in the Big Apple.

It came from Orlando! The dark-horse 

dancehall production duo emerges from its 

Florida laboratory with 10 utterly monstrous 

reggae cuts.

The teen pop superstar must learn how to play 

her own instruments to compete against a rising 

musical talent.

The eccentric Icelandic troupe 

caters to die-hard fans with a 

collection of unreleased tunes and some 

unplugged takes on its more palatable work.

Hvarf/Heim 
Sigur Rós 

XL 

$15.98

Exclusive 
Chris Brown

Jive

$18.97 

The best-selling memoirist (1995’s “Makes 

Me Wanna Holler”) tackles fi ction with a story 

chronicling the growing racial divide in a 

gentrifying section of historic Atlanta.

Them 
By Nathan McCall 

Atria 

$25

The songwriting is tuneful and 

hilarious, and the banter between

the band and its earnest and inept 

manager (Rhys Darby) is deadpan 

comedy at its best.

“1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 

11, 12” 

— South Rakkas loops a sample 
of the old “Sesame Street” singalong into 

a baffl ingly great hook on “Twelve”

Rife with mind-melting synthesizers 

and stampeding beats, this is the 

most forward-thinking dance music

you’ll hear in 2007.

“Not everyone can become a great 

artist, but a great artist can come 

from anywhere.”

— Supercilious critic Anton Ego 
(voiced by Peter O’Toole) comes to terms with 

vermin prepping haute cuisine

Ten-year-old girls will

love the story mode, but 

anyone can have a great 

time with the creative 

mode, in which you can 

write and record 

your own songs.

The kid’s vocal delivery is starting to 

catch up with his electrifying stage 

presence. Bonus: The Virginia native opens his 

album with a shout-out to D.C.’s go-go scene.

Pixar’s latest animated confection 

follows a rat named Remy (voiced 

by Patton Oswalt) who dreams of 

becoming a chef in Paris.

The groovinator, 

another wacky 

weapon wielded by Ratchet, starts an 

instant dance party that forces enemies 

to boogie, allowing players to zap or 

sneak by them.

A-

A-

B+

 Though the two animated shorts on the disc 

are good fun, this sumptuous fi lm 

deserves more extras than the 

appetizers provided.
— G.Z.

When the disc runs out of memorable hooks, 

Brown coasts on fl irty prattle aimed exclusively 

at tweenage hearts.
— Chris Richards

Unless you’re a cat in heat, listening to the 

grating mewl of singer Jon Por Birgisson is 

incredibly painful.
— C.R.

McCall’s heavy-handed metaphors 

and melodramatic treatment of his 

subjects (and subject matter) will 

leave you cringing.
—  Reviewed by Sara Cardace

“She want that lovey dovey (lovey 

dovey) / That kiss, kiss (kiss, kiss) / 

In her mind she fantasize ’bout gettin’ 

with me” 

— Brown and T-Pain pucker up 
for the chorus of “Kiss Kiss”

“ ’Cause you’re so beautiful / Like a 

tree / Or a high-class prostitute / 

You’re so beautiful / You could be a

part-time model / But you’d probably 

still have to keep your normal job”

— Clement kicks it to “The Most 
Beautiful Girl in the Room”

The space-faring 

adventurers must uncover 

the secrets of Ratchet’s lost 

forebears — a race called the 

Lombaxes — to thwart an 

intergalactic despot.

A+

Flight of 
the Conchords: 
The Complete 
First Season 
Not rated 

HBO 

$29.98

Ratatouille 
Rated G 

Walt Disney 

$29.99

Mix Up 
South Rakkas Crew 

Mad Decent 

$9.99-$12.50

Hannah Montana: 
Music Jam 
Nintendo DS 

Rated Everyone 

Disney Interactive 

$29.99

WHAT YOU WON’T

MediaMix A Quick Take on New Releases
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Quantico National Cemetery looks much like its
big brother in Arlington, with white burial markers
set on 700 rolling green acres.

Highlights at the National Museum of the Marine Corps include hanging

aircraft, a (laser) shooting range and a gift shop carpeted in camouflage.

Leatherneck Lager is on tap and the decor is decidedly

Devil Dog at the 39-year-old Globe & Laurel, which

has been featured in Patricia Cornwell’s mysteries.

At the Library of the Marine Corps, pause

in front of the Marine war dogs memorial

in the lobby. The statue honors such mutts as

Cappy, Bunkie and Blitz, who gave their lives

liberating Guam in 1944.

Start here

Driver’s
route

Peruse articles, artifacts and photos covering Quantico,
trains and Marine Corps history at the remodeled
Virginia Railway Express-Amtrak Station.

A replica of the Iwo
Jima Memorial graces
the main gate of the
Quantico Marine Corps Base.

The Command Post Pub & Restaurant,
owned by a retired Marine major who is
the mayor of Quantico, has burgers, salads,
pasta and plenty of Corps memorabilia.

Prince William Forest Park, a former training
ground for the Office of Strategic Services
(precursor to the CIA), provides such diversions
as cross-country skiing and backcountry camping.

If military history is your
preferred bedtime reading,
pick up a few hardbacks
at the Marine Corps
Association Bookstore.

For a peaceful respite
from all the ooh-rah
on base, tour
Chopawamsic Wildlife
Viewing Area, which
includes moderately
strenuous trails, fishing
on Chopawamsic Creek
and bird-watching for
ducks, geese, ospreys
and great blue herons.
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WHERE: Quantico and Triangle.

WHY: A museum, at ease; natural and military-made camouflage; and memorials to two- and four-legged
war veterans.

HOW FAR: About 10 miles from start to finish.

F or Veterans Day this year, write to a Marine. 
As part of its one-year anniversary festivities, the National Museum of the Marine Corps in

Triangle will supply postcards that visitors can inscribe and mail to deployed troops. The cele-
bration starts Saturday, which happens to be the Marine Corps’ 232nd birthday and the begin-

ning of Veterans Day weekend. 
The museum covers the branch’s history from inception (which, legend has it, was at Philadelphia’s

18th-century Tun Tavern, now re-created as a pub in the museum) to present (with moving photos of
Sept. 11, Afghanistan and Iraq). But often it’s the visitors who provide the most provocative narration:
“It’s like, one guy’s been to Vietnam and I’ve been to Iraq,” says Jonathan Jameson, 24, of San Diego, who
recently returned from his second tour there. “You gotta live up to the older guys.”

Around the corner from the museum is one of the largest Marine Corps installations in the country.
The Quantico Marine Corps Base sits on about 100 square miles and is home to the FBI Academy and
the Drug Enforcement Administration Training Center. Access is limited on much of the base, but the
grounds and the tiny town of Quantico (or Q-town, as the locals call it) are open to the public. If you’re
headed onto the grounds, bring your ID, don’t speed and watch out for deer.

For those who secretly long to be a Jarhead, some of the weekend’s activities — such as donning the
weighty uniforms and equipment from various eras and tasting the notoriously unpalatable Meals Ready
to Eat (MREs) — may convince you otherwise. But if you prefer your celebrations without a sprinkling
of suffering, the Marines can accommodate that as well: Just show up for the ceremonial cake cuttings —
by sword, of course.

— Melanie D.G. Kaplan
National Museum of the Marine Corps Veterans Day weekend, Saturday-Nov. 12, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Cake cuttings are
Saturday, 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. 18900 Jefferson Davis Hwy., Triangle. Free. 877-635-1775. www.usmcmuseum.org.

Road Trip maps and addresses are available at www.washingtonpost.com/roadtrip. 
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